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jected, but he was not discouraged. He watched for
his opportunity; and some days later, when Hinni-
hami was not there, he went to Silindu's compound.
He found Silindu sitting in the shadow of the hut.
"I heard," he said to him, "that you have an ulcer
in your foot. Let me see. Aiyo! caused by a bad
thorn! Here are some leaves. I brought them with
me. They will do it good."
Silindu had been unable to walk for some days
owing to the swelling and pain. He was very glad
to show the foot to the vederala. Punchirala sat
down to examine it, and Karlinahanii and Babun
came out to see what was going on. This was exactly
what Punchirala wanted. He heated the leaves by
putting them in hot water, which he made Karlina-
hami fetch. He tied them on with much ceremony,
and then the whole party squatted down to talk.
"This medicine I learned from my father," he
told them. "It is of great power. It will draw the
evil and the heat out of the foot into the leaves, and
to-morrow you will be able to walk."
The power of medicine and spells was a subject
which never failed to appeal to Karlinahami.
"They say your father was a great man, and that
in those days people came to the village from all
sides for his medicine."
"Ah, but he was a great man, and I have all my